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IN MEMORIAM PROFESSOR KAREL H A V L I C E K
KAREL DRABEK, Praha

On May 27, 1983, RNDr. Karel Havlicek, CSc, Professor of the Faculty of
Mathematics and Physics, Charles University, died in Prague shortly before reaching
seventy years of age.
Karel Havlicek was born on September 4, 1913, in Prague in a family of a railway
officer. After completing the secondary school in 1931 he entered the Faculty of

Science, Charles University, where he studied Mathematics and Physics. He graduated in 1937, and after having defended his dissertation On Klein's mapping of
line surfaces he obtained his doctor's degree (RNDr) in 1939. For lack of teaching
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jobs he became Research Assistent at Czech Technical University. When Czech
universities were closed by the Nazi occupants, he took teaching jobs at various
schools. During the occupation he remained in contact with his former teachers from
the University, and immediately after the end of the World War II he joined Charles
University first as Lecturer, then Reader (1951) and Professor (1967). As many other
members of staff of the University he helped at other schools; the most important
was his work at the School of Mechanical and Textile Engineering at Libérée
(Northern Bohemia) during 1953-1956.
For an account of Professor Havlicek's scientific activities as well as the list of his
research papers we refer the interested reader to the articles (both in Czech) bv A.
Svec (Casopis pro pëstovânî matematiky 98 (1973), pp. 327 — 329) and V. Mahel
(Pokroky matematiky, fyziky a astronomie XVIII (1973), pp. 297 — 298).
The research as well as the teaching activity of K. Havlicek were closely connected with his participation in conferences and lecture tours. After two stays at
Mathematical Research Center at Oberwolfach and a visiting professorship at Aachen
(1969 — 1970) he founded a seminar of combinatorial geometry, which he led till his
retirement; he helped in its work by valuable advice till his death. The work of this
seminar has been closely connected with the research project "Incidence Structures"
and led to a number of dissertations and theses.
The many-sided activity of Prof. Havlicek included the problems of mathematical
education as well as popularization of science; only in the last ten years he delivered
about fifty public lectures on Mathematics, mathematical education and history
of Mathematics. The most significant result of his interest in these problems has been
the book The Ways of Modern Mathematics (which appeared in 1976 in the second,
revised and extended edition), written together with several co-authors.
All the life of Professor Karel Havlicek was devoted to mathematical research and
education. He will be long remembered by all his friends, colleagues and students for
his scientific results as well as for his personal qualities.
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К. Stach). Potsdamicr Forschungen, Reihe B, Heft 3, Pädagogische Hochschule Potsdam
1974, 112S.
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