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&asopis pro p&stovini matematiky, ro&. 99 (1974), Praha

ON VOLTERRA-STIELTJES INTEGRAL EQUATIONS

STEFAN SCHWABIK, Praha
(Received April 3, 1973)

In this note the Volterra-Stieltjes integral equation in the space of functions with
bounded variation is dealth with. The integrals used here are Perron-Stieltjes inte-
grals. The basic definitions and notations are the same as in [4].

1. INTRODUCTION AND AUXILIARY STATEMENTS

The Volterra-Stieltjes integral equation under consideration has the form

(1.1 *(s) = j 4K 0] x() + y(s), O=ss1.

By V,(0, 1) = ¥, we denote the space of all n-vector functions of bounded variation
on [0, 1], ¥, equipped with the norm |x]|,, = |x(0)| + var§ x forms a complete
normed linear (Banach) space. Similarly, for an interval [a, b] we define the space
V,(a, b) of n-vector functions defined on [a, b] with bounded variation on [a, b];
the corresponding norm is || x||y,as = |*(a)| + var} x for x € V,(a, b).

For a k x I-matrix A= (a;), i =1,..,k j=1,...,1 we are setting HA“ =

l

= max Y |a;l

i=1,...k j=1

We suppose in the following that y € V,. As for the kernel K(s, ), we suppose that

it is an n x n-matrix for all (s,¢)e[0,1] x [0, 1](K(s,#): [0,1] x [0,1] —
— L(R" -» R")) such that

(1,2) u(K) < +o0

where v(K) denotes the twodimensional variation in the sense of Vitali for the matrix K
intheinterval I = [0, 1] x [0, 1]Y). "

1) The number v(K) is defined by the relation v(K) = sup X.[mx(J,)|| where the supremum
i

is taken over all finite systems of nonoverlapping intervals J; < 1, J; = [a;, b;] X [c;, d;] and
where mg(J;) = K(b;, d;) — K(b;, c;) — K(a;, d)) + K(a,, c;) (for this notion cf. [4] or [1]).
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Further we assume that
(1,3) varg K(1, .) < +o0

where varg K(1, .) denotes the variation of the matrix K(s, #) for s = 1 in the interval
[0, 1]. The variation of a matrix-valued function is defined in the usual way using
the norm of a matrix.

If (1,2) and (1,3) is satisfied then by Prop. 2,3 in [4] the integral [§ d,[K(s, )] x()
exists for any s € [0, 1] and x € V.

To the kernel K(s,t):I - L(R" > R") we define a new kernel K%(s,1):1 —
— L(R" - R") in the following way:

(1,4) K*(s, t) = K(s, 1) — K(5,0) if 0<t<s<1,
KA, 1) = K(s, s) — K(s, 0) = K(s, s)

IA

s<t=1.

E\.'idently, K?(s, 0) = 0 for any s € [0, 1] and K*(0, t) = O for any t € [0, 1].

The kernel K2 is the triangular kernel corresponding to the kernel K. By Lemma
1,3,1 in [2] and by the definition of K* we have

J 4[K(s, 1] x(t) = 0

for any s € [0, 1] and x € V,. Further we have

f :d,[KA(s, 0] x(t) = '[ "4 [K(s, 1] x(1)

0

foranyse[0,1], xeV, since Theorem 1,3,6 in [2] implies

f AR ) = K(s, 0] x() =
=,l_i.T_[KA(S’ 1) — K(s, 7) — K4(s, s) + K(s, 5)] x(s) = 0.

Hence we have
(1,5) j :d,[x(s,;)] (1) = j 4,[K2(s, 1)] (1

for any s € [0, 1] and x € ¥,. By means of (1,5) the Volterra-Stieltjes mtegral equa-
tion (1,1) can be rewritten in the form

(1,6) x(s) = f A [KA(s, )] x(i) + y(s). se[0,1].
0
Throughout the paper the equation (1,1) will be studied in this new form (1,6).
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By the relations (1,4) a new matrix K* : [ - L(R" — R") is defined in terms of the
matrix K :1 — L(R" - R"). For K* we have

(1,7) o(K4) < 20(K) + varb K(1, .).

This inequality can be established as follows: Let be given a net type subdivision
of the interval I, i.e., let be given a finite sequence 0 = 1, < 7, < ... < 1, = 1 and
let us define intervals J;; = [t;-1, ;] % [t;-1, 7], i,J = 1,2, ..., m; the system J;;
forms a net type subdivision of I.

Let us define

mya(Ji;) = K(t;, 1)) — KA1, 1;-1) — KA(tio 1, 7;) + K%(tioy, 15-1)

From (1,4) we have mya(J;;) = my(J;;) for 0 < j <i < m, mea(J;;) =0 for
0<i<j<mand ma(J;;) = K(t;, ;) — K(z;,7,-,) for j =1,2,..., m. Hence

S el =5 3 [maald)] =

i,j=1 i=1 j=1

m i—1 m m i—1

, =i; . IHmK(J,-,-)Il +i;|'mx(-]ii)|' =i; j;”rnK(J,-j)“ +

IK(zi, 7)) — K(zio Ti-1) — K(0, 7)) + K(0, )| +

J

+2

i=1
+ Y |IK(0, 7)) — K(0, 7i—y)|| < o(K) + varg K(0, .).

i=1
The inequality (1,7) follows now from the definition of v(K*) if we use the inequality
varg K(0, .) < o(K) + varg K(1, .) (see (2,14a) in [4]),

Let us mention that the assumption that the subdivision is of the net type does not
cause any loss of generality in the proof since any finite subdivision can be completed
to a finite net type subdivision. :

Remark 1.1. From the inequality (1,7) it is easy to see that if (1,2) and (1,3) are
satisfied, then t(K*) < oo. The definition (1,4) of K* ensures that varg K40, .) < oo
and varg K%(.,0) < co. Hence the kernel KA(s, ¢) satisfies all the assumptions of Theo-
rem 5,2 from [4]. Using this theorem we can conclude that for the equation (1,6)
the Fredholm alternative is valid, i.e., either the equation (1,6) admits a unique solu-
tion for any y € ¥, or the corresponding homogeneous equation

x(s) = J d[Ks, )] x(1), se [0, 1]
o
admits a finite number r of linearly independent solutions x,, ..., x, € V,. This
alternative theorem can be formulated also in terms of the equation (1,1) and of the

corresponding homogeneous equation. Qur aim is to prove that in the case under
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consideration the first possibility of the Fredholm alternative takes place, i.e., that the
equation (1,1) is really a Volterra-type equation or, in other words, that the operator
x eV, > [5d[K(s, t)] x(f) € V, has only one eigenvalue which is equal to zero.

Proposition 1.1. Let LM : I — L(R" — R") be such matrix valued functions defined
on the interval I = [0, 1] x [0, 1] that v(L) < o, v(M) < o, L(s, 0) = M(s, 0) =
= 0 for any se[0,1], L(0, ) = M(0, t) = 0 for any t [0, 1] and L(s, t) = L(s, s),
M(s5,t) = M(s,s)forall0 < s <t £1,

Let us define

(1,8) Qs, 1) = Jld,[L(s, r)]M(r,t): I - L(R" > R").
0
The matrix Q(s, t) is evldently defined for any (s, t) el.
Then
(1.9) Q(s, 0) = j d[L(s, r)] M(r,0) = 0 for any se[0,1]
0

Q(0, ) = jld,[L(O, ] M(r, 1) =0 forany tel0,1]

0

For0 =t <5 <1 we have

(1,10) Qs 1) = j ;d,[L(s, )] M(r, ) + J 4.[L(s, )] M(r, 1)

and for 0 < s <t £ 1 we have

(t,11) Qs 1) = J :d,[L(s, NI M, 1) = Q. ).

Further, A

(1,12) Q) < v(L) o(M) < oo

and

(1,19 1QGs, )] < j VD) d(r) for any (s,1)el
where ’

(1,14) Yo (7) = U[O,;]*[O.tl(")’ Um(®) = v10,11x10,0(M), T€[0, 1]

is the twodimensional variation (in the above mentioned sense) in the interval
[0,1] x [0, ] of L, M respectively?).

2y The real function w1 (7) is introduced in [4] (see (2,15b) in [4]). We have v (0) =0, y (1) =
= v(L) and y is a nondecreasing function in [0, 1]; similarly for y pm.
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Proof. The relations (1,9) are evident. For0 <t £ s £ 1 we can write

Qs, ) = J (:d,[L(s, ] M, ) + f 4,[L(s, ] M(r, ) + j 4[L(s, ] M(r 1) -

t

If 0 < r < t then by the assumptions we have M(r, t) = M(r, r) and therefore
t t
f d,[L(s, r)] M(r, 1) = I d[L(s, )] M(r, 7).
0 (V]

For 0 < s < r £ 1 we obtain also by the assumptions L(s, ) = L(s, s) and Theorem
1,3,7 in [2] implies [;d,[L(s, r)] M(r, t) = 0. This yields the equality (1,10). The
equality (1,11) can be obtained in the same way.

To prove (1,12) let be given a finite sequence 0 = 75 < 7y < ... < 1, = 1. Let us
construct the net type subdivision of I corresponding to this sequence, i.e., the finite
system of intervals J;; = [1,_, 7] X [7j-1, 7;], i,j = 1,2,..., m. We consider the

sumwi=1 [[mg(J:,)| where (by definition)
mo(J4y) = Qi 7j) — Qe 7j-1) — Qti-1, 7)) + Qtizy, T-4) =
- j 4L ) = Lei s ] (M, 7)) = M(r,7,2)

0o

Using this expression for mQ(J ij) we can write
1
[mo(J:)] < J' [M(r, t;) = M(r, t;_,)| dvarg(L(z;, .) — L(zi-y, .))?)
V]

By (1,11) we have Q(s, t) = Q(s, s) for 0 < s < t < 1 and hence

(119) 5 Imel = £ % Il =
) :élum(r, 5) = M(r, )| dvari(L(z, ) = L(zioy, ).

From the assumptions on M(s, t) we obtain

a) M(r,7;) — M(r,7;_) =0forr < 1;_,
B) M(r,t;) — M(r,t;_;) = M(r,r) — M(r,7;_,) and

”M("’ t;) — M(r, Ti—l)" = "M(” r) — M(r, Tj—1) — M(0, r) + M(0, Tj—l)” =
< U0 xrey- (M) for 7,0, <r<rt;,

3) This follows from the inequality [|f5A(r) dB(r)|| < [%||A()|| d[var B] where A, B are
n X n-matrices of finite variation on [a, b]. It is easy to prove this inequality for example using
the sum definition of the Perron-Stieltjes integral. Cf. [2].

~
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V) M. 1) = M(r 72| = [M( 7)) = M(r, i) = MO, 7,) =M, 7))
= ”[o.nx[r,_,,fq(M) fort; < r.

Let now some 7 € [0, 1] and integer i, 1 < i < m be fixed. Then either a) r 2 1;
orb) r < t,. In the case a) it follows by y) and (2,12) from [4] that

,ZIHM(” 1) = M(r,7;- )| = le’[o,rlxtrj-.,m(M) =
J= J=
< 0.nx10, (M) = tpo,17xp0,1(M) = YUm(r) -

In the case b) there exists an index j, < i so that 7; -, < r < 1. Hence from «)
and ) we obtain

£ [M.%) = M5y = 5 [M ) — M)+
M. 1) = M) = e M) +

+ Uo7 x5 1.l(M) = U0,1x00.2(M) < Up(r) -

Consequently, for any re [0, 1] and i = 1, ..., m we have

XM %) = M5 )] S dul).

This inequality together with (1,15) gives

5 Imetl = £, [ o) varfte ) = 1), ) =

- [on S et ) = e D = [ vt a0 s
< V1) j AYr) = Un1) wi(1) = o(L) o(M)

The second inequality in this relation is obtained from Lemma 3,1 in [3] and from
(2,16a) in [4]. The inequality (1,12) follows now immediately.

If0O<r<t<1then
|M(r, )| = |M(r, r)]| = |M(r, r) — M(r, 0) — M(0, ) + M(0,0)| <
< v[O,r]x[O,r](M) < ‘/’M(r) .
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Similarly, for 0 <t < r < 1 we have
[M(r, )] < [ M(r, 1) — M(r, 0) — M(0, 1) + M(0, 0)| <

< vpo.xp0.0(M) = tpo.11x10.(M) = Yu(r) .
This implies

1R, Nl =

J :d,[L(s, ] M(r, 1)

< J :” M(r, 1) d(varsL(s, ")) <
< j Unlr) d(vary L(s, ) < j Ynr) d(vari(L(s, ) — L0, ) < j V) (1)
since for r; < r, it holds
[varg(L(s, .) — L(0, .)) — varg(L(s, .) — L(0, .))| =
= varji(L(s, .) = L(0, .)) = vo.syxrrrall) <
< o, xprni(L) S Wil(r2) — ()

and the above inequality is a consequence of Lemma 2,1 in [3]. The proof of the
proposition is complete.

Lemma 1.1. Let M :I - L(R" — R") be such a matrix valued function defined
on the interval I =[0,1] x [0,1] that v(M) < oo, M(s,0) =0 for any se
€ [0, 1], M(0, t) = 0 for any te [0, 1] and M(s, 1) = M(s,s) for all0 < s < t £ 1.

Then
(1,16) var? ( J :d,[M(s, 0] x(t)) < f :]lx(t)|[ Qnt) <
< %)) [¥m©O+) = ¥m(0)] + [x]lv.c0.0) [¥m(®) — ¥m(0+)]

forany 5 €(0, 1] and x € V, where Y, is defined by (1,14) and || x
+ var) x.

vao.p) = [ X(O)] +
Proof. The kernel M(s, t) is a triangular one. Hence we have for any s € [0, 6]

[[arme. o1 x0 = [ ames 1 x0)

(this can be obtained similarly as in the proof of (1,5)).
Further, (2,24) from Proposition 2,3 in [4] yields

(L17)  var} ( j MG, )] x<t>) = var} ( j :d,[ws, 0] x(r)) < j :nx(r)n A m(t)
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Using Theorem 1,3,6 in [2] and the relations between the generalized Perron integral
and the Perron-Stieltjes integral we obtain by simple computation

-

(118) [ 1O a0 = [0 [4m0+) = a0 + fim ["[x(0)] dn()

Since
[0 a5 s IO - o) = (]

for any 0 < o <4, we can write by (1,18) and by the obvious inequlity a
sup || x(7)|| = [|x(0)| + var) x = ||x]y0,5 the relation
te[a,d] .

j :nxmn ) < [XO)] [Wm(0+) — U0)] + |x

Vn(0,8) li%‘+[‘/’m(5) ~ ¥m(9)]

This inequality together with (1,17) yields (1,16).

Remark 1.2, In the proof‘ of the next proposition the following will be essential:

If h(t) is a real valued, nondecreasing, nonnegative, from the left continuous function
in the interval [a, b], then

(1,19) fh"(ﬂ ) £ —— [H() = (@)
for any k = 0,1, ... (see Lemma 3,3 in [3]).

Proposition 1.2. Let M(s, f) : I > L(R" - R") be such a matrix valued functions
defined on I = [0, 1] x [0, 1] that v(M) < o, M(s, 0) = M(0, ) = 0 for s [0, 1],
te[0,1], M(s, t) = M(s,s) forall0 £ s <t < 1 and let

(1.20) lim MG, ) = MG, )] = 0

for any se[0,1] and t, € (0, 1] (i.e., M(s, t) is continuous from the left in the second
variable t).

Let us define for (s, 1) €I

(1,21) MO(s, 1) = M(s, 1),
MO, {) J‘ 4,[M(s, )] M@ D(r, 1) = j "A[M(s, ] MG, 1),
q=273,....
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Then

(1,22) varg M9(s, .) < [Ym(s)]?/q! forany se[0,1] and q=12,...,

(1,23) WMD) < »(M)q! forany q=1,2,....
The series Y. M@(s, t) converges uniformly to E(s, t): : 1 » L(R" - R") i.e,
q=1
(1,24) Y M@(s, 1) = E(s, 1)
q=1

and E(s,0) = £(0,1) = 0 for any se[0,1], te[0, 1], E(s,t) = E(s,s) for 0 <
S<s<t=1.

Further it is

!
(1,25) lim v( Z M@ _ :) =0
1= q=1
and
(1,26) u(E) S e™ — 1.

The matrix valued function Z(s, t) satisfies for any (s, t) € I the equation

(127)  3(s,1) = M(s, 1) + f A [MGs, )] E(r, 1) = M(s, 1) + f 4, [M(s, )] Z(r. 1)

0 0

Proof. Since (1,20) holds the function (1) : [0, 1] — R is nondecreasing, conti-
nuous from the left (see Lemma 2,1 in [4]) and y(0) = 0, ym(1) = v(M).

We prove first the relation (1,22). Let 0 = 74 < 7, < ... < 7,, = 1 be a subdivision
of the interval [0, 1] and let s € [0, 1]. Let m; < m be such a positive integer that
Tm,—1 < 5 < 1,,_. Then by the assumptions about M(s, t) we have

£ IMG.5) = Ms.5,-)] = MG, 5) = MG 512+ [ MG.9) = (550, =
=m§:|lM(s, t) = M(s, 7;-,) — M0, ;) + M(0, 7;_,)] +
+ [|M(s, ) — M(s, Tp,—1) — M(0, 5) + M0, Ty, )| <
_S_":gv[o,sm,,_,,,ﬂ(M) + g0 1 (1, - 101 (M) <

< vp0,13xr0.0(M) = ¥m(s) -

Since the subdivision 0 = 15 < ... < 1,, = 1 is arbitrary we obtain by passing
to the supremum over all subdivisions of [0,1] the inequality (1,22) for ¢ = 1. Let
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now (1,22) be valid for g — 1 and let 0 = 1, < 7, < ... < 1, = | be an arbitrary
subdivision of the interval [0, 1], s € [0, 1]. Then (see Remark 1.2)

-

Z [MD(s, ;) — MD(s, 7, )| =

d AM(s, N] (M D(r, 7)) = MOD(r,7;,)) <

—Z

(ZUM(" Ur, 1) = MO0, 7)) dym(r) £

0 J=1

= j varg M@~ D(r, ) dyp(r) <
0

1 s
w (r) dym(r) <
M m\) =
(q - 1)! Jo
1
b q_ [Va(s) — v(0)] = — ‘P M(s) -
By passing to the supremum over all subdivisions of [0,1] we obtain (1,22) for the
value g. In this manner (1,22) is proved by induction.

To prove (1,23) let an arbitrary subdivision 0 = 7, < 7, < ... < 1,, = 1 be given
and let J;; = [r,_y, 7] % [1;-1,7;] i,j=1,2,...,m be the corresponding net
type subdivision of I = [0, 1] x [0, 1]. Let g be an arbitrary positive integer. Then
we have

jZlumM(q)(Ju)ll = le‘M(q)(Tu Tj) - M9(z,, Tj—l) - M(q’(fi—l, Tj) +
i,j= ,]=
+ MOty 1) =

-3 j:d.[M(n, ) = Ml ] M) = MO, ) <

i,j=1

éf( M« 1’(r 0) = MO0, 7)) d(Zvaro("ﬂ( ) = M(tioy, ) £

0 Jj=1

= [t M) ) = j =

= Lo

Vi () du(r) <

<1y
q!
and by passing to the supremum over all decomp_ositions of [0,1] we obtain (1,23)'

For any (s, t) el, g = 1,2,... we have evidently

MO, )] = MO, 1) — MOs,0) — M, 1) + MO, 0)] 5 o(m) LU
. ‘ q!
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since by Proposition 1,1 M@(s, 0) = M@(0,r) = 0 for any se[0, 1], te[0,1].
This inequality yields immediately the uniform convergence of the series (1,24)
to some matric valued function (s, f) : I - L(R" — R") since the majorizing series

Z [v(M)]“/q' — &M _ evidently converges.

Thc equalities E(s, 0) = Z(0, ) = 0 for s [0, 1], t € [0, 1] are easy consequences
of the relation (1,9) in Prop. 1,1. From (1,10) in the same Proposition we obtain
E(s,t) = E(s,s)for0<s <t < 1.

Using (1,23) we obtain the inequality
1 © ‘ :
(X MO —2)= o Y M®) < Z M) = 2 [o(M)])*/q!
a=1 q=1+1 T+1
which implies (1,25). The inequality (1,26) can be obtained as follows;
LR v(M“”) £ Z [o(M)]Yg! = ™ — 1.
The uniform convergence of the series (1,24) for any (s, r) € I implies

J:d,[M(s, ] E(r, 1) = J’:d,[M(s, ] (qilm(q)(r? 1)) = ‘

Hence Z(s, t) satisfies (1,27).

Corollary 1.1. Let M(s, t) : I - L(R" - R") satisfy all assumptions from Pro-
position 2. Let y € V, and let us set '

)6 = [ M. 010 = | :d.[M(s, )] ¥()

forse[0,1]. T:V, - V, is a linear operator.
If we define
: (T1y) (s) = T(T*"'y) ()

for se[0,1] and q = 2,3, ... then

) )OS pyl, o g =12 se 0],

(1,29) varg Tly < ;1—' M) |yllv, for g¢=1,2,...,

(130)  [Toyly, = [Toy (O)] + var} Toy < %[U(M)]« Iyly, for a=1,2,....
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Proof. For basic properties of the operator T (linearity, continuity, etc.) see
Part 3 in [4]. By definition we have

(P9)(5) = T(Ty) (9 = j :d,[M(s, A Ty() = f :d,[M(s, ] ( j :d,[M(r, ] y(r)) .

The assumptions on M(s, t) and y make it possible in a similar way as in Prop. 2,4
from [4] to demonstrate the possibility of interchanging the order of integration
in this expression. Hence we obtain

R 4, Il aMG )] MG JECH| 4, 1Y)

o
where M‘?)(s, 1) : 1 - L(R" —» R") is defined in (1,21).
If we continue this procedure then for any s € [0, 1] we obtain

(1,31) (Ty) (s) = j :d,[M(‘l’(s, D@, a=12...
where M@(s, 1) is given by (1,21). Hence
Iy 5 [ IO avars MO, ) 5 [y, vars s,
and the relation (1,28) follows immediately from (1,22). The inequality (1,29) is

a direct consequence of (3,5) from (4) and of (1,23). Since Y(0) = 0 we obtain
(1,30) from (1,28) and (1,29).

2. THE CASE OF A KERNEL WHICH IS LEFT CONTINUOUS
IN THE SECOND VARIABLE

In this part we study the Volterra-Stieltjes integral equation

2.1) x(s) = -[ 4 [KGs, ] x(1) + y(s), 0Ss<1
0

in the space ¥, with the kernel K(s, #) : I = [0, 1] x [0, 1] - L(R" — R") satisfying
(22 »(K) < o
(2,3) ‘ varg K(I, .) <
and
(24) lim [K(s, 1) ~ K(s, to)]| =0

. tmto-

for any s € [0, 1], t, € (0, 1]. The function y is assumed to be an element of the space
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If we define for the kernel K the corresponding triangular kernel K4 by the rela-
tions (1,4) then the kernel K* also satisfies the relation (2,4), i.e., we have

(2,5) lim |KA(s, £) — K(s, to)| = 0
t=to—

for any se[0, 1], ¢, €(0,1]. This fact can be easily verified from the definition
(1,4) of the kernel K. We have also (cf. (1,7))

(2,6) v(K%) < o
and
(2,7 varg K40, .) = 0, vary K4(.,0) = 0.

Hence we can conclude that the triangular kernel K2 satisfies all assumptions of Pro-
position 2 and, moreover, all assumptions from Parts 3 and 4 in [4]

In view of the relation (1,5), the equation (2,1) can be considered in the form

(2.8) x(s) = f ;d,[KA(s, O] x(t) + y(s), 0<s<1.

For this equation all the results from Parts 3 and 4 in [4] hold.

Let us now define the linear operator T : ¥, — V, by the relation

(29) T(l) = I :d,[KA(s, 0] (i) = J:d,[K(s, Nz), zeV,, sefo,1]

(cf. Part 3 in [4]).

The equation (2,1) or (2,8) can be formally written in the form
(2,10) x—Tx=y, yeV,.

We set
(2,11) @o(s) = ¥(s), ols) = @i—s(s) + To,_y(s), I=1,2,....
Evidently
(2,12) Q= y+i1T“y, 1=1,2,...
where " ‘
(2,13) Ty =T(T*'y), ¢=2,3,....
Let us denote
(2.14) V() = vpo,11x10,0(K?) » 7€[0,1]
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(¢ is a .nondecreasing, left continuous real function on [0,1], ¥(0) = 0, ¥(1) =
= v(K%)). The sequence {@;} % € V, defined by (2,12) satisfies the relation

X ™yl

g=1+1 q=1+1

e — @iy, =

Using (1,30) from Corollary 1,1 we obtain

lon = ol 5 3 ”("

1+1

This inequality implies that {,};>, forms a fundamental sequence in the Banach
space V,. Hence there exists an element x € V, such that
¢, - xforl > 0inl,ie,

(2,15) ,  lim g, — x|y, = 0.
’ 1=
Further, evidently
(2,16) o, —To,=y—-T"Yy, 1=12,...

and by (1,30) also o
lim [T, — Tx|y, < lim v(KA) le: — x|y, =0.

By (1,30) we obtain that lim HT'“y" = 0. Passing to the limit / - oo in (2,16)
we therefore obtain e : : :
x—Tx = hm((p, ~Te)=y—-1limT'*'y=y,
-

i.e., x €V, is a solution of the equation (2,10) and hence also of the equation (2,1).
In this way we have shown that the Volterra-Stieltjes integral equation (2,1) has for
any y € ¥, a solution x € V,. Since (2,15) and (2,12) hold, this solution can be written
in the form

(2.17) x=y+)y Ty.
The solution x is unique; in fact if x,, x, € V, are solutions of (2,10) then we have
X, — %, = (T(x, — x;) = ... = T(x; — x;)

forany I = 1,2,.... Hence by (1,30)

' 1
[y = xa|ly, < I o(K*) ||x, — "2’ Vn

for any positive integer / which makes the desired unicity obvious.*)
4) The unicity of the solution of the equation (2,1) is also a consequence of its existence

for any right hand side y € ¥, and the Fredholm alternative for this equation (see Theorem 5.2
in [4]).
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We return now to the definition (2,9) of the operator T and its powers (2,13).
In the same manner as in the proof of Corollary 1,1 it can be shown that for ye V,

we have
@18 Ty - f A1, se0], g= 12
where
(219) K& (5. 1) = K2(s, 1)
K (s, 1) = jod [Ks, D] Ky 1), @ = 1,3, .

for any (s, ) el.
In view of (2,17) and (2,18) the solution x € ¥, of the equation (2,1) can be written
in the form

(220) X = v + 3 j 4[5, 01¥(). sefo.1].
Let us denote (cf. Prop. 2. (1,24)—(1,27))

(221) M) = LK), (5.0l

Since (3,5) in [4] implies for any I = 1,2, ...

d K& 0] (0) - j :d.[r(s, 0]

!
< ol = X KO)ylv.
Vn 9=1

:[ Z Kals.9) ~

and, by (1,25), lim o(I' — Z K¢, = 0, we have
1=

3 [k 0190 = [[alre a1y, sero 1.
Hence (2,20) has the form (since the kernel I is by Prop. 1,2 a triangular one)
(222) x(s) = ¥(5) + f A6 01y0). sefo,1].

Resuming the above results together with Proposition 1,2 we obtain
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Theorem 2.1. Let the kernel K : I - L(R" — R") satisfy (2,2), (2,3), (2,4). Then the
Volterra-Stieltjes jntegral equation (2,1) has precisely one solution x € V, for any
y € V,. This solution is given by the relation (2,22) where the resolvent kernel
I(s,t) : 1 - L(R" - R") is given by the series (2,21) with K* from (2,19). The resol-
vent kernel I'(s, t) satisfies the integral equation

(2,23) I(s,t) = K(s, 1) + Jld,[KA(s, ] (1.

Remark 2.1. In the same way as above it is possible to consider the Volterra-Stieltjes
integral equation of the form

x(s) = 4 f :d,[K(;, 0] x(1) + y(s)

where y € V,, Ais a real parameter and K(s, t) satisfies the assumptions from Theorem
2,1. It can be shown that this equation has for any A a unique solution, which can be
expressed in the form
x(s) = y(s) + j dI(s, 1, 4) (1)
0
where I'(s, t, A) is given by the series

I(s,t,4) = ZIA"KﬁD(s, t)
4=
with K¢, (s, t) from (2,19).
In other words, the operator T from (2,9) under the given assumptions has no
eigenvalues different from zero.

Remark 2.2. Since the kernel KA(s, t) satisfies all assumptions of Theorem 5,2
in [4] and Theorem 2,1 does hold, the first case of the Fredholm alternative from
Theorem 5,2 in [4] occurs. From the same Theorem in [4] we also obtain some
conclusions about the adjoint equation in the sense of [4].

3. THE CASE OF A GENERAL KERNEL

In the previous part the assumption (2,4) was essential. In this part we drop this
assumption which concerns some continuity properties of the kernel K(s, ¢) : [0, 1] x
x [0,1] = L(R" - R") and replace it by a weaker one. Consequently the result
is also weaker. We establish only the existence and unicity of the solution x €V,
of the equation '

3.1) x(s) = f :d,[x(s, N]x() + y(s), se[01]
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for any y e ¥, while no information about the analytic form of this solution is ob-
tained.

Let us suppose (as in Part 2)

(3,2) v(K) < o
and
(3,3) varg K(1, .) € .

We consider the homogeneous equation
(3.4) x(s) = J' 4K, D] x()), se[o,1].
0

Using the limit relation for Perron-Stieltjes integrals (cf. Theorem 1,3,6 in [2])
we have

f d[K(s, )] x(1) = lim j K (s, 0] x(1) + [K(s, 5) — K(s, s—)] x(s).
0 75— Jo
Hence the homogeneous equation (3,4) can be written in the form

x(s) = H(9) x(9) lim j :d,[K(s, D] x(), se[0,1]
where

(3,5) HE) = K(s, ) — K(s,5-) = K5, 5) = ;111:1_ K(s, 1) .

This form of (3,4) implies that for the unique determination of x(s) from the know-
ledge of x(t) for t€[0,s) it is necessary to assume that the inverse matrix
[I = H(s)]~* exists. The above form of the equation (3,4) is not convenient for
further investigation. Therefore we define

(3,6) M(s, t) = K(s, t—) = lim K(s, 7) .
We have o
(3,7) K(s, t) = M(s, 1) + [K(s, t) — K(s, t—)] .

Since (3,2) holds we have varg K(s, .) < oo for any se [0, 1] (see (2,14a) in [4]).
Hence for any s € [0, 1] the difference K(s, t) — K(s, t—) is different from zero only
on an at most countable set of points ¢ € [0, 1] and we have

(3.8) f LK(s ) = K(s )] X0 = [K(59) = Kls =] x6) = Hs) X6

for any s e [0, 1] (this can’be easily obtained from Corollary 2,2 and Proposition

2,1 in [4]).
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The homogeneous equation (3,4) assumes in view of (3,7) and (3,8) the form

- x(s) = J :d,[M(s, 0] x(i) + H(s) x(s)

(3.9) x(s) = [1 — H(s)]! f :d,[M(s, Nl x(1). se[01]

where H(s) : [0, 1] - L(R* - R") is given by (3,5) and M(s, 1): : [0, 1] x [0,1] -
— L(R" > R") by (3,6). Let us mention that M(s, t) is evidently continuous from the
left in the second variable, i.e. lim M(s, 1) = M(s, 1), 1€ (0, 1].
=t
Lemma 3.1. If (3,2) and (3,3) are satisfied then the matrix H(s) : [0, 1] - L(R" —
— R") defined by (3,5) fulfils

(3,10) varg H < o0

and there exists a sequence {s;} 1, s; € [0, 1] such that H(s) =0 if s s, i =
= 1,2,.... Consequently

(3.11) varg H =23 |H(s)| < o
i=1

Proof. Let us define K(s, t) = K(s, f) — K(s, 0). By (3,2) we have v(K) < oo be-
cause v(K) = v(K) by the definition of the twodimensional variation. Further it is
varg K(1, .) = varg K(1, .) since K(1,1,) — K(1, ;) = K(1,t,) — K(1, t,) for any
t;, t, € [0, 1] and we have also varg K(., 0) = 0. Hence by Theorem 5,4 in Chapter III
iu [1] the set of discontinuities of K(s, t) lie on an at most countable set of lines paral-
lel to the coordinate axes and therefore K(s,t) — K(s, t—) = K(s, 1) — K(s, t—)
equals the zero matrix except a countable set of lines which are parallel to the s-axis
in [0,1] x [0,1]. This yields the existence of a sequence {s;};%, s; € [0, 1] such that
H(s) = K(s,s) — K(s,s=) =0fors #s,,i=1,2,....

If 0=0,<04<..<o0,=1is an arbitrary finite sequence then |H(c;) —
— H(o,-,)|| £ |H(e))|] — |H(o:-1)| for i = 1,2, ..., k. Further we have |H(s)| =
= |K(s, s) — K(s, s=)|| = |K(1, ) = K(1, s=)]| + |K(s, 5) = K(s, s=) — K(1,5) +
+ K(1,s-)|.

Hence

3 IHG) - Hoi- )| STE IH@)] + M)l 5 23 [H@)] s
< 221[||K(¢,, o) — K(o,,0,—) — K(1,0) + K(1,0,-)| +
+ |K(1, 0)) — K(1;0,-)|] < 20(K) + 2 varg K(1, .).

272



Therefore by (3,2) and (3,3) we obtain (3,10) if we take the supremum over all finite
decompositions of [0, 1] on the left hand side of this inequality. The relation (3,11)
is evident.

Lemma 3.2. Let (3,2) and (3,3) hold and let for H(s): [0, 1] - L(R" - R") from
(3,5) the inverse matrix [I — H(s)] ™! exist for all s € [0, 1. For z € V,(0, 1) we define
the function v : [0, 1] — R" by the relation

(3,12) v(s) =[I — H(s)] "' v(s), se[0,1].
Then v € V,(0, 1), i.e., the linear operator
(3,13) Tz=v, veV,

maps the Banach space V, into the same space V,. Moreover, the operator T is
bounded, i.e., there exists a nonnegative constant C such that

.

(3,14) |Tz|v, = Clz|)y. -

Proof. Since [I — H(s)]™! =1 + H(s) [ — H(s)]™", we have v(s) = z(s) +
+ H(s) [ — H(s)] "' z(s). We consider the second term of this equality, i.e. the
function '

uls) = H(s) [1 - HE)] 6).

By Lemma 3,1 there is a sequence’ {s;}{2,, s; € [0, 1] such that H(s) = 0 for s # s,
hence u(s) = 0 for s 3 s;. It follows

615 vardu=23 Ju(s)] = 23 [HE) [1 - HE) ! 2] <
< 2zly, 3 [HE] 10 - HE

Since i"H(s,)" < oo, there exists an integer n, > 0 such that |H(s;)| < 1/2 for
i=1

alli > n,. Conseduently
I = HE)T™H ) = 1+ [HE) + [HEI® + -0 = (1= [Hs)) ™" < 2
for i > ng. Furthermore,
MG 1D - HE) ' < 2 MG 10 = HEI™'] +2_ T [HG)] s

<{ s 1= HE)] ™| + 23 5 JHG)| = Co <
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Hence by (3,15)
vargu = Colz|y, (Co < ).
This inequality gives

vargv = varg z + vargu < (1 + Co) ||z|v, = Cy|z]y.

and alsoveV,.
By the definition of the norm in ¥, we have further

|Tz]lvn = [VO)| + vargv < [H(0) [I - H(O)] (0)] + C,|z]y, <
= (|HO) [T = HOT™'| + Cy)lzlv. = €|y,
where obviously C < o0. The proof of our Lemma is complete.

Remark 3.1. Let us mention that in Lemma 3,2 the estimate (3,14) remains valid
also for a smaller interval, for example for the interval [0, 6], where 0 < J < 1, i.e.

ITz]lvt0.0 = Cll2]vt0.01 -
Lemma 3.3. Let M(s, 1):[0, 1] x [0, 1] » L(R" > R") satisfy v(M) < oo,
varg M(1, .) < o0 and M(s, t—) = lim M(s, 7) = M(s, t) for any se[0,1] and
-

t€(0, 1]. Then there exists a nondecreasing function { :[0,1] - [0, +o0) which
is continuous from the left in (0, 1] such that for any 6 € [0, 1] and x € V, we have

(3,16)

( j :d,[M(s, 0] x(t)) < [*O)] (0 +) — &0)) + [Xlyuto.0 (£6) - €O+))-

Proof. Let 0 =5, <s; < ... <s; =6 be an arbitrary decomposition of the
interval [0, 8]. If we define for M the corresponding triangular kernel M* (see (1,4))
then we have

j "4 [M(s 9] X0 - f :d,[MA(s, 0] x()

and

vard ( f "4 [M(s, 1)] x(t)) — ( 'f MG, 1] x(t)) .

(1) 0
Further it is '

617 ) J’ LA [MGs, 1) — MO,y 1] x()

= 0

<

< iZ’_:l :"x(t)” d varh (M%(s;, .) — M%(s;_y, L))
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By the definition of M*(s, t) and from the inequality s; < & for any i =1, ...
it is easy to obtain that for t > & the real function varg(M(s;, .) — Ma(s,_,, .))
of the variable ¢t is constant. Hence

j:”"(f)ll d varg (M%(s;, ) — M%(s;—y, ) = J:llx(‘)ll dvarg(M%(s;, .) — M*(s;_, .))

forany i=1,..., L
This implies (cf. (3,17)) the inequality

4

(3.13) 2

i=1

f :d,[MA(s,-), ) = M, 0] x()] <

= j:"’d’)” d (iélvar(t) (M3s;, ) — M*(s;_y, ))) .
Further, (2,16a) in [4] implies for any t,, t, € [0, 6]

(3’19) lél[VaFB’(M(Sn ) - M(si-la )) - var:)‘(M(s‘., ) - M(si-—b ))]l s
< [L(r2) = U1

where { : [0, 1] - [0, +o0) is defined by the relation’

C(T).= U[o,ux[o,rl(MA)

for 7€ [0, 1] (see also (2,15b) in [4]). We have {(0) = 0, {(1) = v(M?); is nonde-
creasing and continuous from the left in [0, 1]. The inequality (3,19) yields by Lemma
3,1 from [3] the inequality '

f :”x(t)" 4 (3, vart(Mo(s, ) - M1, ) S J’ :"x(t)“ az(s).

Hence by (3,18) we obtain

1

(20) ¥

i=1

J :d,[MA(s,., ) — M&s,_, 1] x(1)

o

s [ 1ol 4z
V]

and evidently also

(321) ( f M, 1) x(t)) < j :nx(t)u a

since the estimate (3,20) is independent of the choice of the decomposition 0 = 5o <
<5 <...<s; =0.
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If we use Theorem 1,3,6 from [2] then we obtain
[ 1ol ax) = 10 @0+) = at0) + tim [T a20)
and for any ¢ > 0 we have evidently
[[ 11 20 5 s 10 60) = 200D = Il af10) - 0]

Summarizing these facts we obtain from (3,21) the inequality (3,16).

Let us now consider the homogeneous equation (3,4) in the form (3,9). Formally
the equation (3,9) can be written in the form

(3,22) x=TMx, xeV,

where T: V¥, - V,.is the linear operator defined by (3,13) in Lemma 3,2 and M :
: ¥, > V, is the linear operator defined by the relation

(3,23) Mx =z, xeV,
where
(3,29) z(s) = Isd,[M(s, 1)] x(t) for xeV,.

By Lemma 3,3 evidently z € V, and, moreover,
|Mx|y, = [|2(0)] + varg z = var z < | x(0)] (£(0+) — £(0)) +
+ [[x]v. (£(8) — £(0+)).

This means that the operator M : ¥, — V¥, is bounded. Since x(0) = 0 for any solu-
tion x € ¥, of the homogeneous equation (3,4), we obtain for any solution of (3,4)
by Lemma 3,3 the inequality

(3,25) Ixllva0.00 = [TMx|ly 0.5, < C + [Mx]ly 0.5 <
< C(L0) — 20+)) [|xlvc0.5)
where C 2 0 is the bound of the operator T (see Lemma 3,2 and Remark 3,1),

and { : [0, 1] — [0, + o] is the function from Lemma 3,3. Therefore for sufficiently
small 5 > 0 we have {(6) — {(0+) < 1/(2C) and consequently, by (3.25)

(3,26) . Ix/lvaco0.00 < 3] %

holds for a sufficiently small & > 0. Hence || x|y, 0,5, = 0and this implies the existence
of a 6 > 0 such that x(f) = 0 forall 1€ [0, 5] .

Vn(0,3)
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In this way we have obtained that if x € V, is a solution of the homogeneous equa-
tion (3,4) then there exists a positive § such that x(t) equals identically zero on the
interval [0, 5].

If now t* € [0, 1] is the supremum of all such positive 6 that the solution x € V,
of (3,4) equals zero on [0, §], we have x(f) = 0 for all ¢ € [0, t*). Hence

[t 150 = )

and since the matrix I — H(t*) is assumed to be nonsingular we obtain immediately
x(r¥) = 0. Now, assuming that t* < 1, we can prove essentially in the same manner
as above that there is a positive § such that for the solution x e ¥, of (3,4) we have
also x(t) = 0 for te[t* t* + §] and this contradicts the assumption * < 1 and
the definition of the supremum. Hence t* = 1 and for any solution x € ¥, of (3,4)
we have x = 0.

Summarizing the above results we can formulate the following

Theorem 3.1. Let for the kernel K(s, t):[0,1] x [0, 1] » L(R" —» R") (3,2) and
(3,3) be satisfied and let for any se€[0,1] the inverse matrix [I — (K(s,s) —
— K(s, s=))]" exist. Then the homogeneous Volterra-Stieltjes integral equation
(3,4) has only the zero solution x(t) = 0 for any te[0, 1]. The corresponding
nonhomogeneous equation

(3.27) x(s) = J:d,[K('s, 0] x() + <(s), se[o, 1]

has precisely one solution x € V, for any y e V,.

Proof. Since (3,2) and (3,3) is satisfied the operator occuring in the equation (3,4)
is completely continuous (cf. Theorem 3,1 in [4]); this can be proved via the cor-
responding triangular kernel K* given by (1,4). Hence the Fredholm alternative
for the Voltera-Stieltjes integral equation is valid (cf. Theorem 5,2 in [4]). We have
proved above in this part that any solution of the homogeneous equation (3,4) is
equal identically to zero and this together with the Fredholm alternative im-
plies the existence and unicity of the solution of the nonhomogeneous equation
(3,27).

5) This follows from the fact that M(s, ¢) is continuous from the left in the variable ¢ and there-
fore the integral considered does not depend on the value x(z*).
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