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ITI. Josef Frantisek Smetana, vlastenec a rebel

Tteti svazek monografie Premonstrdti v Plzni je vénovan osobnosti Josefa
Frantiska Smetany (1801-1861), ktery byl ve druhé tfetiné 19. stoleti vyznam-
nou, obdivovanou i zatracovanou osobnosti kralovského mésta Plzné. V Siro-
kych kulturné historickych souvislostech predstavuje jeho bohaté, ale kompliko-
vané zivotni osudy, odborné, pedagogické, vzdélavaci i osvétové aktivity. Sepsan
byl na zékladé intenzivniho badani v archivech a knihovnach u nas i v zahranici.
Smetana byl fimsko-katolickym duchovnim, premonstratem, ¢lenem kanonie
klastera v Teplé (jméno Josef bylo jeho fddovym jménem), milovanym a cté-
nym profesorem plzenského Filozofického tstavu, pozdéji gymnéazia. Vyucoval
fyziku, pfirodovédu a nepovinny cesky jazyk. Byl pfirodovédcem, historikem,
basnikem, vlastencem, aktivnim tcastnikem revolu¢niho déni roku 1848 a re-
belem, ktery volal po svobodé, socidlni spravedlnosti a lepsi budoucnosti, ktery
kritizoval jak rakouskou monarchii, tak cirkev. Je autorem ceskych ucebnic
sveétové historie, astronomie a fyziky, vzdélavacich a popularizac¢nich ¢lank,
kritickych stati i politickych textd. Vétsina jeho basni kritizuje spolecensko-
politické poméry v rakouské monarchii. Jen nékolik nezavadnych mohlo byt
otisténo za jeho zZivota a jen mald ¢ast byla zverejnéna pocatkem 20. stoleti,
vétsina zustala v rukopisech. Smetana se v Plzni zaslouzil o rozvoj ¢eského di-
vadla, ceského jazyka a kultury. Pokousel se zalozit ¢tenarsky spolek, vefejnou
knihovnu a pramyslovou skolu, nenasel vsak pro tyto aktivity dostate¢né poro-
zuméni. Prazskymi vlastenci byl obdivovan a ctén pro své buditelské ptisobeni,
odbornou praci, pro své odvazné vystupovani koncem ctyficatych let a vzdo-
rovani policejni Sikané v padesatych letech. Obdivovan byl i jeho statecny boj
se slepotou v poslednim desetileti Zivota. Smetanovy vSestranné vlastenecké
aktivity slouzily jako katalyzator pii sifeni ceského jazyka, kultury, vzdélanosti
a védy nejen na Plzensku, ale i v celé zemi.



The third volume of the monograph Premonstratensians in Pilsen is devoted
to Josef FrantiSek Smetana (1801-1861), who was an important, admired
and condemned personality of the royal city of Pilsen in the second third of
the 19th century. In a broad cultural and historical context, it presents his
rich but complicated life and his professional, pedagogical and educational
activities. Text was written on the basis of intensive research in archives
and libraries in Czech Republic and abroad. Smetana was a Roman Catholic
clergyman, a Premonstratensian, a member of the monastery Tepla, a beloved
and respected professor at the Philosophical Institute in Pilsen which later
became a Gymnasium (i. e. Grammar school). He taught physics, natural
science and the optional Czech language. He was a naturalist, historian, poet,
patriot, active participant in the revolutionary events of 1848 and a rebel
who called for freedom, social justice and a better future. He criticized both
the Austrian Empire and the church. He is the author of Czech textbook on
world history, astronomy and physics. He wrote educational and popularizing
articles, critical articles and political texts. Most of his poems criticize the socio-
political conditions in the Austrian Empire. Only a few harmless ones could
be printed in his lifetime, and only a small part were published in the early
20th century, most remaining in manuscript up to now. Smetana contributed
to the development of Czech theatre, the Czech language and culture in Pilsen.
He tried to found a reading society, a public library and a technical school.
However, the public was not sympathetic to his activities. He was admired and
honoured by Prague patriots for his revivalist work, professional work, and for
his courageous behaviour in the late 1840s and resistance to police bullying
in the 1850s. His brave battle with blindness in the last decade of his life was
admired as well. Smetana’s versatile patriotic activities served as a catalyst for
the spread of the Czech language, culture, education and science not only in
Pilsen but also in the whole country.



